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SUBCOMMITTEES!

Mr. Howard P. "Buck" McKeon
Chairman

Committee on Armed Services

2120 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman McKeon:

It has come to my attention that the Defense Security Cooperation Agency notified Congress on
July 1, 2011 of a possible Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Egypt for 125 M1A1
Abrams tank kits for co-production and associated weapons, equipment, parts, training and
logistical support.

The possible sale includes 125 M1A1 Abrams tank kits for co-production, 125 M256 Armament
Systems, 125 M2 .50 caliber machine guns, 250 M240 7.62mm machine guns, 125 AGT-1500
MI1AL series tank engines and transmissions, 120 mm test cartridges, spare and repair parts,
maintenance, support equipment, special tool and test equipment, personnel training and
equipment, services, and other related elements of logistics and program support.

As you are well aware, in January 2011, the Egyptian people commenced peaceful protests
against their government, demanding an end to President Hosni Mubarak’s 30-year reign.
Inspired by the simultaneous demonstrations in Tunisia, the protestors called for governmental
reforms to stabilize the economy, create new jobs, and grant more rights. After three weeks of
clashes between protestors and government forces, Mubarak resigned as President and yielded
control to the Egyptian military.

In the wake of this revolution, the primary concern that Egypt now faces is the absence of
leadership. Egypt currently lacks a single, emboldened leader who can fill Mubarak’s spot and
resume government operations. The government is in a fragile state without a new leader, and
this void may create dangerous political consequences for Egypt, as well as for the United States
and Israel.

In fact, since Mubarak stepped down from power on February 11, there have been four separate
attacks on a pipeline that supplies Israel with natural gas from Egypt, the most recent just having
occurred last week. Further, Israel’s southern border has seen intensified rocket and mortar
attacks since Mubarak’s ouster.

Even more troubling was the February 22 passage of 2 Iranian naval vessels up the Suez Canal,

which was approved by Egypt's ruling military council, along with the May visit of the Egyptian
Foreign Minister to Iran, in which he declared that Iran is not an enemy of Egypt.
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One of the greatest threats to Egyptian stability, as well as to regional stability, is the growing
prospect of a new Egyptian Government under the leadership of the Muslim Brotherhood. If
given control of the country, the Muslim Brotherhood would nominate its own candidates and
turn Egypt into a radical Islamic state. The Muslim Brotherhood also maintains active ties to
Hamas and Hezbollah, terrorist organizations that openly call for the destruction of Israel,
America’s greatest ally in the Middle East. Furthermore, the Brotherhood has repeatedly called

for the termination of the Peace Treaty signed between Egypt and Israel during the Camp David
Peace Accords.

America must continue to stand with the Egyptian people and encourage them to build their own
democracy with new political parties and freedoms. However, we must exercise caution with
regards to military sales and support to the Egyptian Government until a government is formed

absent of the radical elements of the Muslim Brotherhood that will maintain active peace with
Israel.

As a Member of the United States House of Representatives, as well as a member of the Armed
Services Committee, I strongly oppose any military sales of any kind to the Government of
Egypt as long as the Muslim Brotherhood remains active in the political process. Doing so
would seriously jeopardize the safety and security of the State of Israel. The last thing I want to
see are Egyptian M1A1 tanks rolling through the Sinai towards Jerusalem.

Steadfast and Loyal,

Bt

Allen B. West
Member of Congress

AW/AZ
cc: Speaker of the House John Boehner
Majority Leader Eric Cantor
Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy
Republican Conference Chairman Jeb Hensarling
Rankling Member Committee on Armed Services Adam Smith



