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Dear Patriot,

Greetings to our constituents, fellow
Floridians, and all Americans, here we are
for another weekly update. There is only
one word that describes the past week:
appalling.

It was appalling to hear the President of the United States truly
threaten our nation’s senior citizens and Military Veterans/Retirees.
Furthermore, the blatant lie that 80% of Americans want their taxes
raised is beyond unconscionable.

I believe we are headed towards the ultimate ideological clash in
America. There is a widening chasm which has developed between
those who believe in principled fiscal policies and those desiring the
socialist bureaucratic nanny-state. An unfortunate aspect to this is the
complicity of a mainstream media which does not report facts, but
rather ideological bias. This clash will determine the future and legacy
of our Constitutional Republic.

I know who wins in the end, but it is going to be one heck of a fight.

This week the House GOP shall vote on a plan that will enable us to
protect the full faith and credit of the United States but also tackle the
long-term fiscal viability of our nation. The plan is summarized by the
concept of “Cut, Cap, and Balance.” Our Congressional office issued a
statement on Friday which explains the legislation, of which I am an
original cosponsor - you can click here to view.

Neither I nor any other reasonable person wants to see the United
States default on its debt interest payments and threaten a potential
rise in our interest rates. I do not want to see my country devolve into
the European situation played out in Portugal, Italy, Ireland, Greece, or
Spain (PIIGS). However, now is the time to get our fiscal house in order
by implementing spending control measures which will begin to turn
around our economic ship of state.

We must have equitable and immediate spending cuts to our
non-defense discretionary spending. We must cap federal government

Clip of the Week

Debt Ceiling Debate: "President's
Scare Tactics"

 
Interview of the Week

"Tea Party Won't Compromise
on the Debt Ceiling"

Congressman West on NPR's "All
Things Considered" with Robert

Siegel

 
Photo of the Week

Rep. West Behind the Burger Counter!

Click here for all of the week's great
photos

Click here  for the Sun Sentinel article
on Rep. West's burger gig

 
Service and Sacrifice

Sgt. Jason Hartzell
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spending as per the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), currently near
25%, down between 18-20% putting it in line with revenues. And lastly,
we must have a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution which
will force us to prioritize and operate within our means, similar to
American households and many state governments.

As for President Barack Obama, he has no such plan. He has never had
a plan, just words, just speeches. His Budget for Fiscal Year 2012 failed
0-97 in the United States Senate. Speaking of the Senate, it has been
over 800 days since the Senate, under Democrat control, has passed a
budget.

President Obama has added some $4.5 trillion to our national debt in
less than three years. President Obama has produced record deficits,
the negative difference between revenues and spending, of $1.42
trillion, $1.29 trillion, and an estimated $1.65 trillion for each year
since taking office.

The unemployment rate under President Obama is a problem of epic
proportions, national (9.2%), black community (16.2%), and among
veterans (approx 12%). This comes from someone who told us his
almost trillion-dollar stimulus would keep unemployment in America
under 8%. As well, the almost $2 trillion Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act has been a disaster, and the worst is yet to come.

This has nothing to do with race (unfortunately my colleague from
Texas, Representative Sheila Jackson-Lee believes so), and it has
everything to do with an economic vision which is anathema to our free
market/free enterprise system...an economic vision which has failed at
every turn.

And all we hear from the President is talk about “shared sacrifice,” “tax
the rich,” and “increase revenues by tax hikes.” It was just December
2010 that President Obama and the Democrats extended the Bush era
tax rates for two years…now less than a year later they are
FLIP-FLOPPING!

The problem is, there is no confidence and certainty in the fiscal vision
emanating from Washington D.C. and hence revenues and receipts are
down. We are not setting the conditions or creating an environment for
economic and job growth. For all of you, that is what has to change, and
that is where I am committed to seeing  change and not the empty
rhetorical doublespeak of 2008.

I suppose the President forgot that 47% of wage earning households in
America do not pay federal income taxes.

In the area of foreign policy, the United States has officially recognized
the Libyan rebels as the “legitimate” government of Libya. Now, I am
just a simple fella from down South, but I recall a previous Democrat
President recognizing a bunch of undefined ideological zealots called
the Taliban…and we all see how that ended up!

The voices of the American people who want sound fiscal, taxation, and
regulatory policy need to be heard this week. I am issuing a “call to
action” – let the White House, Nancy Pelosi, and Harry Reid hear how
you feel. Are there REALLY 80% of Americans who want higher taxes?

I must confess, when I see anyone with an Obama 2012 bumper sticker,
I recognize them as a threat to the gene pool.

is our Marine of the week!

Age: 28
Home: Coconut Creek
MOS: Forward Observer, 4th
ANGLICO Marine Reserve Unit, West
Palm Beach
Stationed: Sergeants Course,
Quantico VA.  Deploying to Afghanistan
in Fall
Joined Marines: February, 2005
Fun Facts: former firefighter, worked
search and rescue on 9-11
Patriotism: Sgt. Hartzell says: "The
opportunity to lead Marines is unlike
any other experience a person could
have. As a junior Marine, I had
excellent mentors who taught me what
I needed to know in order to be
successful not only in combat, but also
in life. Now it's my responsibility to
pass on what I've learned so others can
build on it. It's a responsibility I take
very seriously."

 
Did you miss my first

tele-town hall?

    Listen to it in its entirety here!

More than 11,000 of my constituents
listened in last Thursday and many had
the opportunity to ask questions on
everything from Medicare, to military
pay to the debt ceiling.

 
Small Business Spotlight
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Steadfast and Loyal,

Allen

 

Legislative Lowdown  

Last week:

 - On Tuesday, July 12, the House approved H.R. 1309 by a vote of
406-22, I voted YES. The bill would authorize the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to enter into and renew flood insurance policies
through Fiscal Year 2016. That authority is currently scheduled to
expire at the end of Fiscal Year 2011. H.R. 1309 would institute reforms
that would improve NFIP’s financial stability, reduce the burden on
taxpayers, and facilitate the creation of a private market that eliminates
taxpayer risk over the long-term.

- Clean Water Cooperative Federalism Act — On Wednesday, July 13,
the House approved H.R. 2018 by a vote of 239-184, I voted YES. The
bill would amend the Clean Water Act (CWA) and restrict the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) ability to issue a revised or
new water quality standard for a pollutant whenever a state has
adopted and the EPA already has approved a water quality standard for
that pollutant, unless the state concurs with the EPA Administrator’s
determination that the revised or new standard is necessary to meet the
requirements of the CWA. The bill would prevent unilateral actions by
the EPA that second-guess the decisions of state regulatory agencies. In
addition, H.R. 2018 would place limits on the EPA’s ability to veto
dredge and fill permits issued by the Army Corps of Engineers and
gives states more flexibility to administer these permitting programs.
Lastly, the legislation would spur job growth by reining in portions of
the EPA’s burdensome regulatory agenda, which continues to create
more barriers to economic growth and job creation.

- On Friday, July 15, the House approved H.R. 2354 by a vote of
219-196, I voted YES. The Energy and Water Appropriations Act of
2012 would provide a total of $30.6 billion in non-emergency,
discretionary budget authority for the agencies and programs funded
through the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill.
Budget authority in the bill would be a reduction of $1 billion or 3.3
percent below the spending level for Fiscal Year 2011 and $5.9 billion
or 16 percent below the president’s request. H.R. 2354 would meet
Republicans’ pledge to roll back government spending to pre-stimulus,
pre-bailout levels with exceptions for seniors, veterans, and the troops
by reducing budget authority by $249 million below the Fiscal Year
2008 level of $30.8 billion.

This Week:
 
- Cut, Cap, and Balance — This week, the House is scheduled to
consider the Cut, Cap, and Balance Act of 2011. According to
information from Rep. Chaffetz, this legislation would cut total
spending by $111 billion in Fiscal Year 2012 and would institute
spending caps over the next ten years, reaching 19.9 percent of GDP in
2021 and all subsequent fiscal years. The bill would provide for the

Bead & Art
Owners: Fin and Matt McNiel
5034 N. Federal Highway, Lighthouse
Point
3 employees
5 years in business

The McNiel's Tips: "We are offering
classes that actually teach our
customers how to design their own
jewelry, and in turn sell it if they
want.  This approach to empowering
our customers has created a real sense
of loyalty to us- as well as boosted
sales!"

Smart Phone Users!

My website is now mobile
friendly, so please save my
homepage to your phone's

home screen:
www.west.house.gov

Stay Connected

        

  

Casualties in Operation
Enduring Freedom
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president’s request for a debt ceiling increase if a qualifying Balanced
Budget Amendment passes Congress and is sent to the states for
ratification.

- FAA Reauthorization — Also this week, the House is expected to
consider FAA authorization legislation. The House recently approved
H.R. 2279, a short-term extension of FAA authorization, by unanimous
consent, extending programs until July 22, 2011. On February 27, 2011,
the Senate approved S.232, a full FAA authorization bill by a vote of
87-8. The House approved an alternative version, H.R. 658, FAA
Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2011, by a vote of 223-196 on April
1, 2011. A conference committee is expected to report a final agreement
soon. H.R. 658 would reauthorize the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) operations and programs for four years, including the remainder
of Fiscal Year 2011 through Fiscal Year 2014. In addition, the bill makes
a number of policy changes, including a repeal of a National Mediation
Board (NMB) rule allowing airline employees to unionize without a
majority vote. The Congressional Budget Office estimates the bill would
decrease direct spending by $4 billion and increase revenue by $34
million over the Fiscal Year 2011 through Fiscal Year 2016 period.

- Consumer Financial Protection Reforms — Also this week, the House
is expected to consider H.R. 1315, the Consumer Financial Safety and
Soundness Improvement Act. The legislation would make structural
changes to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) and
would improve the Financial Stability Oversight Council review process
of the CFPB’s rulemaking. The CFPB was created by the Dodd-Frank
Act as an independent agency within the Federal Reserve but was
designed in a way to escape oversight and accountability. The CFPB will
be a large and powerful agency with more than 1,000 federal
employees. The bureau’s director will have the sole authority to spend
hundreds of millions of dollars without Congressional approval, and
the ability to decide which financial products and services are available
to American consumers.

- Fiscal Year 2012 Legislative Branch Appropriations — Also this week,
the House is scheduled to begin consideration of the Fiscal Year 2012
Legislative Branch Appropriations bill. The bill would provide $3.3
billion, excluding Senate items, which are traditionally left to the
Senate to determine. This is a decrease of $227 million, or 6.4 percent,
from the Fiscal Year 2011 enacted level and a decrease of $472 million,
or 12.4 percent, from the requested level. The bill would cut the
spending in this title by 9.0 percent from Fiscal Year 2010 spending
levels, returning this Subcommittee’s spending levels to $111 million
below Fiscal Year 2009 levels. This marks the largest-ever, two-year
reduction for this bill, $329 million in total.
   

 

District/ DC Highlights

- Monday, 11 July, visited the men and women of Hunter Army
Airfield, mainly the soldiers and leadership of the Combat Aviation
Brigade of the 3d Infantry Division, “Rock of the Marne.” My takeaway
is that we can no longer talk about broad cuts to the defense budget. I
heard stories which reminded me of the Clinton Administration days
when I was told they are starting to “budget toilet paper” in the
barracks...something I had to do. There are aviation units that only

Florida:

109 Killed
545 Wounded

Total American Casualties:
1668
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have 50% of their aircraft which adversely affects crew certification and
training.

- Tuesday, 12 July, Met with former servicemen and women from the
Pat Tillman Foundation Military Scholar program. I was impressed
with these young Warriors who are furthering their education and
service to our nation. The scholars from Florida were impressive and I
shall seek to attend their annual event in Tampa.

Most astonishing was the "battle buddy dog" accompanying one
wounded warrior Marine. The dog’s name was Duke, a Doberman who
in service to our nation had been shot seven times.

 

 

I also spoke at the Brookings Institute Inside Congress Seminar on the
House Armed Services Committee and strategic military policy.

- Wednesday, 13 July, Spoke to the American Association of Christian
Schools, addressed how my faith has guided me to the group of
mentors and students. Met with Florida Fruit and Vegetable
Association regarding their concerns on e-verify. We have to resolve
this illegal immigration issue in America, and I shall not back away
from e-verify. However, I will seek implementation means which do not
cripple our farming industry in Florida in the short term.

- Thursday, 14 July, Met with Humana Military Healthcare Services
CEO to discuss TRICARE South Region ensuring our veterans/retirees
and families are receiving top- notch medical care and services. Met
with Darden Restaurant representatives (Capital Grille, Longhorn
Steakhouse, Seasons 52, and Red Lobster) to discuss ramifications of
economic policies on their restaurants and industry.

Due to the cancellation of our July constituent work week, conducted
our first tele-townhall meeting, and from the results of our end poll,
78% of respondents did not want their taxes raised.

- Friday, 15 July, participated in a press conference, as a legislative
cosponsor, for the Prioritize Spending Act to Safeguard Seniors and
Protect National Security Personnel. Participated in the House Armed
Services Committee Military Personnel Subcommittee hearing on
Military Voting. Presided over House Special Orders and adjourned the
House until Monday 18, July.

- Saturday, 16 July, participated in packing care packages for our
deployed servicemen and women with America’s Moms for Soldiers
here in Pompano Beach. With the amount of volunteers we had, we
packed some 180 boxes in a little over an hour.

Did a one-hour stint at the new Five Guys Burgers and Fries in Ft.
Lauderdale on Andrews Avenue as they hosted about 30 Big Brothers
and Big Sisters for lunch. It was a blast being behind the counter and
calling out order pickups...and I had to do 30 pushups because of
violations – they gave me no training!
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Washington D.C Office
1708 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515
P 202-225-3026 | F 202-225-8398

Fort Lauderdale Office
6300 NE 1st Avenue - Suite 100

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
P 954-202-6211 | F 954-202-6212

West Palm Beach Office
3111 South Dixie Highway, Suite 308

West Palm Beach, Florida 33405
P 561-655-1943 | F 561-655-8018
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If you wish to contact Congressman Allen West, please follow this link.
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