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Dear Patriot,

Greetings constituents, fellow Floridians, and all Americans.

This week the House Leadership came up with a solution for our debt
ceiling issue called “Cut, Cap, and Balance.” It was a piece of legislation
written by conservative Republican Representatives Jason Chaffetz of
Utah, Reid Ribble of Wisconsin and Mick Mulvaney of South Carolina. It
passed the House of Representatives with bipartisan support, 234-190,
and yet when it reached the United States Senate, Majority Leader Harry
Reid and his Democrat acolytes, to include Florida Senator Bill Nelson,
voted to table the legislation.

That same Friday morning, a CNN poll was released showing 66% of the
American people support the principles of Cut, Cap, and Balance. So, who
then is out of touch with the will of the people?

The House gave the President what he asked for, a $2.4 trillion raising of
the debt ceiling. However, in concert with the Standard & Poor’s and
Moody’s assessment, the legislation is dealing with the long term
spending problem of Washington D.C. by implementing spending control
measures. The “Cap” portion of the legislation would have taken federal
government spending down to 19.9% per GDP over the next ten years. It
would have resulted in $5.8 trillion of savings over the next 10 years. The
“Balance” would approve instituting a balanced budget amendment for
the federal government.

The federal government is currently spending 24.4% of our GDP. Our
debt is 70% of our GDP. These are astronomical figures and the problem
requires real solutions, not more liberal spending, if we are to ensure a
future for our children and grandchildren.

Yet, what do we get from President Obama and the Senate Democrats?
We get the bully pulpit of grandstanding and blame, all for political gain,
wanting a debt ceiling raise that lasts through next year’s election.

The President’s spending has brought America to this precipice of
economic collapse. However, in alliance with a complicit media, he is
stalling with no plan, in order to make the House GOP co-conspirators in
his failure.

        Clip of the Week

       "Cut, Cap and Balance,
                   Let's Pass it!"
 

 
      Article of the Week

             Boston Globe
     "Not your father's GOP..."

                       

 
     Service and Sacrifice

   SGT. Rodrigo Carvajal

Age: 27

MOS and Unit: Military Police
Officer with the 724th MP Battalion
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Embracing the “Gang of Six” proposal is not a plan, Mr. President.
Let me be clear, we will not have any tax hikes; we can broaden the tax
base in order to increase revenues. That means we can reform the
progressive tax code system in America, which is something the President
stated in his 2011 State of the Union address.

We can eliminate all loopholes and subsidies by simplifying both our
personal and corporate/business tax codes. That is how we can increase
revenues and set the conditions for sustainable economic and job growth.

The credibility of the Senate Democrats, and especially Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid, is all but gone. Here is a body politic which has not
passed a budget in some 815 days, a constitutional mandate. Now we
have the same body politic which has failed the moral mandate to resolve
this looming specter of defaulting on our debt obligations… ensuring our
interest rates do not explode.

And why would Leader Harry Reid and his accomplices do this? To
protect a weak and fragile President from having to make any decision,
just allow him to give more speeches- words which cannot be assessed by
the Congressional Budget Office.

To my House Democrat colleagues, please let us use more energy to
create viable solutions, not just rhetorical talking points.

To my GOP colleagues, we must stand firm and not fall into the ambush
of fear and political rhetoric. We are not to blame. We did our duty to the
American people and sent a very principled plan to the United States
Senate.

To many in the media, shall I say, how long will you surrender your
integrity on the altar of a failing President and his economic policies? The
facts are explicitly clear. The amount of our debt is clear, the
unemployment rate is clear, Americans are concerned about the
economic future – that is explicitly clear. Can you be so blind as to not
care about the truth and the future of your country?

The House GOP under the guidance and vision of Speaker John Boehner
will lead, and as stated by General Patton- all others can follow or get the
heck out of the way.

In conclusion, there is an incredible ideological chasm growing in
America. It pits liberal progressivism against American conservatism.
One ideology has never succeeded anywhere in the world, the other has
been instrumental in developing the exceptionalism of America. This is a
philosophical battle which will decide the legacy of America.

I for one shall take up my position on this battlefield and make this
simple pledge: no retreat, no surrender, and no apologies.

Steadfast and Loyal, 

Allen

 

Legislative Lowdown

Cut, Cap, and Balance — On Tuesday, July 19, the House approved
H.R. 2560 by a vote of 234-190, I votes YES.  The Cut, Cap, and Balance

Hometown: North Miami Beach

Stationed: Assigned to US Army
Corps of Engineers, Afghanistan
Engineer District North at FOB
Fenty, Jalalabad, Afghanistan

Fun facts: Sgt. Carvajal is studying
Criminal Justice at Miami Dade
College and is devoted to four
adopted dogs. He loves to travel and
hopes to set foot on every continent
at least once in his life. He was
stationed in Buedingen, Germany for
three years with the 1st Armored
Division, which is also where he met
his wife, Angelika.

SGT. Carvajal's wife, Angie: "It
has always been Rodrigo's dream to
join the Army. He joined straight out
of High School and wants to serve
the full twenty years. I think joining
the Military is very honorable and
especially a brave decision, which a
lot of people, including me, aren't
brave enough to make. What makes
America so special to me is the
freedom that we have here. We
should never forget that we wouldn't
have this freedom if it wasn't for our
soldiers fighting for it."

 
     Small Business Spotlight

               B'Paws We Care
      Pet Grooming and Day Care

Owners: Nicole and Felipe Gonzales

Address: 2200 N. Florida Mango
Road, Suite #5, West Palm Beach

In business: 3 years

Employees: 2

Expansion: While many businesses
around them are closing, the
Gonzales family just expanded their
business to include a 1,200 square
foot doggie playroom, where they
have added cageless day care.

Tips: Felipe has cut costs by
researching and teaching himself
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Act of 2011 would limit discretionary budget authority to $1.019 trillion in
Fiscal Year 2012, a reduction of $30.38 billion below the Fiscal Year 2011
amount.  The bill would limit total Fiscal Year 2012 outlays to $1.224
trillion.  Excluding funding for Defense, Homeland Security, and Military
Construction/Veterans Affairs, discretionary budget authority for Fiscal
Year 2012 would be reduced below Fiscal Year 2008 levels.  However,
these levels would serve as discretionary spending ceilings, not floors. 
Thus, Congress would still have the authority to lower discretionary
spending further.  H.R. 2560 would provide for discretionary budget
authority to be adjusted by $126 billion in Fiscal Year 2012 for spending
related to the global war on terrorism.  The bill would also place caps on
total spending after Fiscal Year 2012 as a percentage of GDP, as estimated
by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), reaching 19.9 percent
by Fiscal Year 2021.  Lastly, the bill would prohibit the Secretary of
Treasury from increasing the debt limit until the Archivist of the United
States transmits to the states a qualifying Balanced Budget Amendment
(BBA) to the Constitution that has been approved in both chambers of
Congress and is ready to be presented to the states for ratification.  Under
the legislation, a qualifying BBA would include a balanced budget
amendment to the Constitution, contain a spending limitation as a
percentage of GDP, and require that tax increases be approved by a
two-thirds vote by both chambers of Congress.

- FAA Reauthorization — On Wednesday, July 20, the House
approved H.R. 2553 by a vote of 243-177, I voted YES.  The Airport and
Airway Extension Act of 2011 Part IV would extend, through September
16, 2011, the authorities of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
which are currently set to expire on July 22, 2011.  The bill would extend
the authority to expend funds from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund
through September 17, 2011.  The bill would also extend taxes on aviation
fuel, domestic and international ticket taxes, and taxes on cargo shipped
by air.  Currently, these taxes are set to expire July 22, 2011. 
Additionally, the bill would authorize to be appropriated $3.38 billion for
the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) for the period beginning on
October 1, 2010, and ending September 16, 2011.  On an annualized basis,
the bill would authorize approximately $3.5 billion in AIP contract
authority for Fiscal Year 2011.  The House recently approved H.R. 2279, a
short-term extension of FAA authorization, by unanimous consent on
June 24, 2011.  On February 27, 2011, the Senate approved S.232, a full
FAA authorization bill by a vote of 87-8.  The House approved an
alternative version, H.R. 658, FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act of
2011, by a vote of 223-196 on April 1, 2011.  A conference committee is
expected to report a final agreement soon. 

- Consumer Financial Protection Reforms — On Thursday, July 21,
the House approved H.R. 1315 by a vote of 241-173, I voted YES.  The
Consumer Financial Safety and Soundness Improvement Act of 2011
would establish a bi-partisan, five-member Commission (consisting of a
Chairman and four additional members) to carry out all of the duties that
would otherwise fall to the Director of the CFPB.  The bill would make
structural changes to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB)
and would improve the Financial Stability Oversight Council review
process of the CFPB’s rulemaking.  The bill would also amend Section
1062 of the Dodd-Frank Act to delay any further transfer of powers to the
CFPB until the date on which the Chair of the Commission of the Bureau
is confirmed by the Senate.  The CFPB was created by the Dodd-Frank
Act as an independent agency within the Federal Reserve but was
designed in a way to escape oversight and accountability.  The CFPB will
be a large and powerful agency with more than 1,000 federal employees. 
Under current law, the Bureau’s Director will have the sole authority to

how to run his own website ( savings:
$500/month)
In the process he's also learned the
tricks to getting his website first on
Google searches- bringing him
dozens of new customers every
month

Felipe says: "I listed myself in
every browser- Yelp, Bing, and
Google. I am listed on 'merchant
circle'- a place where small
businesses network and help each
other out.  Of course I'm also heavily
on Facebook.  Taking the time to
learn the ropes of online is helping!"

 

                     
           
           Tele-Town Hall

*Rep. West discusses the issues in
DC as you ask questions of your
own.

This Wednesday
July 27th, 7 pm

Call in number: (877) 229-8493

Passcode: 17808#

 
  
          Photo of the Week

     

     "Prioritize Spending Act"

Rep. West and several other
Members on the steps of Capitol Hill
announce the "Prioritize Spending
Act"

Prioritize Spending Act
does the following:

-Pays our troops
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spend hundreds of millions of dollars without Congressional approval,
and the ability to decide which financial products and services are
available to American consumers.

- Fiscal Year 2012 Legislative Branch Appropriations — On
Friday, July 22, the House approved H.R. 2551 by a vote of 252-159, I
voted YES.   The Legislative Branch Appropriations Act of Fiscal Year
2012 would provide a total of $3.32 billion in discretionary budget
authority for all non-Senate Legislative Branch activities, which is $227
million or 6.4 percent below Fiscal Year 2011 levels and $471.7 million or
12.4 percent below the president’s requested level.  The House and Senate
traditionally determine their own funding separately and concur with
each other’s bill in a conference committee.  According to House Report
112-148, which accompanies the legislation, the Senate appropriations
estimate is $1.058 billion.  Thus, when the Senate portion of the
appropriation of the bill is included, the total amount of discretionary
budget authority for all Legislative Branch activity would be
approximately $4.38 billion in Fiscal Year 2012.  The bill would cut the
spending in this title by 9 percent from Fiscal Year 2010 spending levels,
returning this Subcommittee’s spending levels to $111 million below
Fiscal Year 2009 levels.  This marks the largest-ever, two-year reduction
for this bill, $329 million in total.

 

District/DC Highlights

- Tuesday, 19 July, conducted a one-minute House floor speech in
support of “Cut, Cap, and Balance.” Met with RNC Co-Chairman Sharon
Day, who is also our constituent.

- Wednesday, 20 July, attended a House Armed Services Committee
classified briefing on Pakistan. Met with Governor Elizabeth Duke of the
Federal Reserve. Attended national security briefing with former Senator
Jim Talent.

- Thursday, 21 met with Ms. Joan Moody, Department of Veteran Affairs
Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs. Met with
former FAA Administrator Marion Blakely, CEO of the Aerospace
Industries Association. Met with Adam Arguelles, Special Assistant to the
President for White House Legislative Affairs.

- Friday, 22 July, met with constituent John Ropes and brought him to
the House gallery to watch Friday last votes, Legislative Branch
Appropriations bill. I flew back to South Florida.

- Saturday, 23 July, traveled to Tampa to visit US Special Operations
Command (I sit on the subcommittee with oversight on Special
Operations) and bid farewell to outgoing Commander General Eric Olson,
US Navy SEAL. Briefing was highly informative and confirmed some of
my concerns. I will be sending a letter to the HASC Chairman on a critical
issue.

 

Upcoming Week

-Safeguards our Seniors
-Prevents Default

 
 

Visit my website at:
west.house.gov

Stay Connected
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Fiscal Year 2012 Department of Interior Appropriations – This
week, the House is scheduled to consider H.R. 2584, the Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2012.  The bill
includes a total of $19.9 billion in funding for the agencies, which is
nearly $2 billion or 9 percent below last year’s level, nearly $6 billion
below the President’s Fiscal Year 2012 request, and more than $700
million below the level enacted in 2008.   The bill provides funding for a
number of agencies, including the Department of Interior (DOI), the
EPA, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the
National Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Indian
Health Service, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the
Smithsonian.  The bill would contribute to an overall level of
discretionary budget authority of $1.019 trillion for Fiscal Year 2012, a
reduction of $30.3 billion below Fiscal Year 2011.

- Energy Security – Also this week, the House is scheduled to consider
H.R. 1938, the North American-Made Energy Security Act.  The bill
would expedite a final decision on the Keystone XL pipeline, a project
that would allow millions of barrels of Canadian oil supplies to flow into
U.S. markets.  Specifically, the legislation would require the President to
issue a final Presidential Permit decision by November 1, 2011.
Completion of the pipeline extension would increase America’s access to
safe and secure energy supplies.  The project would more than double the
current pipeline’s capacity, bringing more than 1.2 million barrels per
day into U.S. markets and creating more than 100,000 American jobs. 

- Protecting Jobs from Government – The House is scheduled to
consider H.R. 2587, the Protecting Jobs from Government Interference
Act.  The bill would prohibit the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
from ordering an employer to restore or reinstate any work or employee,
or from requiring investment in a particular plant or facility.  The bill is in
response to a complaint filed in April of this year by the NLRB against the
Boeing Company for its decision to locate a production facility in South
Carolina, a “right-to-work” state.  The NLRB is seeking to force the
company to keep its production in Washington, where the workforce is
unionized.  Regarding the bill, House Education and Workforce
Committee Chairman John Kline (R-MN) said “Republicans refuse to
allow federal bureaucrats to reverse the business decisions of employers.
The Protecting Jobs from Government Interference Act takes a critical
step to provide employers with the certainty they need to put Americans
back to work, right here at home.”

 
 

Share with a friend on:  

Washington D.C Office
1708 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515
P 202-225-3026 | F 202-225-8398

Fort Lauderdale Office
6300 NE 1st Avenue - Suite 100

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
P 954-202-6211 | F 954-202-6212

West Palm Beach Office
3111 South Dixie Highway, Suite 308

West Palm Beach, Florida 33405
P 561-655-1943 | F 561-655-8018
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This message was sent from an unattended mailbox. Please DO NOT reply to this email.
If you wish to contact Congressman Allen West, please follow this link.

If you do not wish to receive future emails from Congressman Allen West, please click here.
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