Congressman West: "Why | Voted Yes for the Budget Control Act of 2011"

(WASHINGTON) --- Congressman Allen West (FL-22) wrote a letter to the American people
today explaining his vote in favor of the Budget Control Act.

Excerpts from the letter:

"The Budget Control Act is far from perfect but the hard reality is that fiscal conservatives
control only one-half of one-third of our government. This bill will make sure the President does
not receive a blank check to continue his spending binge and the old ways of Washington, DC -
blindly increasing the debt limit without spending cuts- are over. This vote is historic- it's the first
time we are raising the debt ceiling with cuts greater than the increase.

| learned when | was a solider at Fort Irwin National Training Center that when Officers waste
too much time trying to come up with the perfect plan, they fall short because they are too
inflexible or divided to see the path to victory. However, if you can come up with a 70-75 percent
plan and execute it well, then you can win- and that's what we have in the Budget Control Act.

The Budget Control Act is not perfect, but it is the 70 percent plan that my colleagues and | can
execute to 100 percent.

It is now time for the focus to be on the United States Senate to produce a plan to take this
country forward.

My fellow Americans, | ask you: If | had voted "No" on the Budget Control Act, who would | have
been voting for?"

The entire letter to the American people is attached here.
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