West on NPR's Talk of the Nation

Cain's Candidacy Changes The Politics Of Race (NPR)

NEAL CONAN, host: This is TALK OF THE NATION. I'm Neal Conan in Washington. With the
2012 election now a year away, it's actually possible that both major parties will nominate
African-Americans. Three years ago, Barack Obama changed the conversation about race and
politics; now, Herman Cain changes it again.

Many liberals question Cain's knowledge, intelligence and qualifications. Cornell West even said
Cain should get off the symbolic crack pipe. Some conservatives say liberals are threatened by
an uppity black who dares to leave the liberal plantation. Cain himself says his fellow
African-Americans have been brainwashed by the Democratic Party.
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